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SUBJEST ¢ Report of 2 Visit to Libraries in Nearby Virginie
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July 21-23, 1958
25X1 4
PARTTCTPANTS :
FIRPOSE: To determine what librery facilities arve swailabie ir: vearhyr
Virginia to supplewvant the Vitsl Materials Coilection in the
event of an emergency.
ITINERARY: Culpepper “ Faslic Idbrary
Charlottesville - University of Virginia
Public Library
Lexingion - Virglals Military Institute
Washlagton and Lee University
Lymehburg . o Lynchourg College
Randoigh-Mecon Womer's Colle TER
Babcotk and Wilcox Atemic Boargy Blvision

Richuond Publi. Li Drary

: Unive ?smy’ of Richmcng
Ashland o Bando ph-lacon College
Predericksburg = Hery 'lmghington Sollege

INDIVIDUAL FINDIIGS:

ol ,,pf‘p’ner Pubile "": brary: The iibrexy, situated on the sasond

flcor of the mundieipal building, wes closed ab the bime PF o

arrival bhut & good "mo\a;; of tle faterior could be obtainad

through the 2isss (”se;am:z:"s: ¢ The collection sesms to be comaosed
of light readivg--Piztion anc non-fichtion. A very spall

weferarce collechion, mainly two sebts ol ancyelopediss, could

be seen.
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University of Virginia Library: This libfany is & four story

building with two floors below ground level, and contains about
.825,000 volumes. It includes departmental libraries in Astrouomy,
Chemistry, Engiveering, Fine Arts, Geology, Law, Msthematics,
Medicine, Nursirg, ?hyeics; Economice, and a small collecticn ln
the Judge Advocete General's School. Ail of these collections
are reflected ir the meln catalog, with the exception of the

JAG collection.

The collection of English lenguage material in this library
is excellent. The reference collection conteing most of the
necessary blogreghical and lodustriel dlrectories. The sclentific
and technical meberials are more extensive than those in other
libreries visited-=strongest in FPhyeices and ¥edlclne. The
University Librery is & U.5. Govermment document repository énﬁ
receives most government documents Incltding the Foreign Brosd-
cast Informatlion Service. A good besic collection of seme 100,000
mepe is maintalped and there are reprodiuctlon facllities available
on one of the lower floors,

This library has the only collectién of foreign langusge
publications worth noting. t receives a great many west'Eueream
periodicals and a few East Buropesn periodicels, as well 23 & few

foreign industrial directories. ESome Areble and Orientsl ma-

terials are receéived but are not handled by the library {(they ave
sent directly to instructors). It hed the oply set of the Grest

Soviet Encyclopedis found in any of the libreries visited.
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A few fureign bank bulletins are received. There aras a few

books 1n the Cyrillic alphabet but ii is appavent that FEnglisa
language edifions are purchesed wher%ver pessible. o Oriental
or Arabic nwmefials are cataleged. The dictionary cellection
is good.

Visits were made to the Judge Advocate Ceneral School
and the Law Library. The JAG schooljcullecﬁion is not adequate
and apparently the students use the fine Law Litraxry of ths
University which also includes a sepérate collection of bocks

on Interna&ional Law.

~ Charlottesville Public Library: This ?mall public library contains
33,000 volumes, mostly in fiction and light non-fiction. The
biographical references ere American end English and hardly any
industrisl icformation is availeble. The cataleg is quite small
and Indicates no foreign waterial of value.

Virginie Militery Institute Library: There are supposedly 100,000

volumes in £his litrary but & good proportion of this figure must
be due to the fact that the librery is & U.8. Government dccument
;eyositgxy since the collection did not seem to be thet lavge.
The bullding has one floor below ground level. Thae emphasis is

on military subjects but even in this field the librery is uos

outstandling. With the exception of @ few French and CGermen
publications, there are no foreigr publicstions. The collestion
is strbng in literature and history, and weak in ecoromics,

science and technology. The dictionary coliectlion is small and

includes one Russian and one Chinese dictionary. No industrial
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catalogs are gvallable. The Chenmlstry bullding houses a small
chemical collection.

Washington and Lee University "L'ibrar‘y: This libram* bhas about

170,000 volumes, haavily weighied in favor of literature and
history, acd is a three story building with one floor below
ground level. The reference collectior contains & good s=t

of dictlonarles and same industrisl directories, including
Tﬁcanas, Moody's and Poor'’s. Meny of the directories,
blographical in particulsar, are out of aateo There‘ ig very
little foreign languege materisl and ncx-: Blavic, Oriental or
Arabic publications. The medicine &nd techrology collecticns
are not adequate. Deparitmental ldbravies in Law, Ciﬁemi%z:y,
Physlcs, Commerce and Journaliem -‘3.1"6) meinteined, the Law Library
being the most extensive of these. The Llibrary is a U.S.
Government document repesitory and the cateleg contains s few
unclassified R & A reports issued by the Research snd Snalysis ,
Bz;anch of 0385,

Rendolph-Macon Womar's College: The library wes not copen when

we arrived but from what we could see through the cpen windows
the collection seemed to be a small public librery type.

Babcock and Wilcox Cp., Atomic Energy Division: We had wanted

to visit this librery since it seemed to be the only one with
& comprehensive collection on a,’i:omic. energy. 4% did not take
long for us to lsarn thabt the library is oot opsn to visitors
and that e securlity clesrsnce is required end so we quickly
dropped the matter.
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Lymchburg College Ldbrary: Tkis library I1s on one ¥lcoor, znod

contains some 35,000 volumee. It features religlous and
educational publicetlons. There is little in the collection
that would be of velue to the Agency.

Richmond Public Library: A very substantiel publlc librery,

containing gbout 250,000 volumes. In addition te *he uéual
material found in & public library, this librexy has a fine
collection of trade and industrial pericdicals, as well &s a
set of Bweel's catalogn. The technicel reference books are
better thar those in most of the other libraries visited. The
dictionary collection is adequebe. Agein, the prime weé.kness
is in the lack of foreign publications, especlally blogrephical
and industrial. '

Richmond University Library: This librery hus shout 13G,000

volumes and occuples two floors. The two good features sre

a set of U.8, Government docvments and fine reproduction
facilities on the secord floor. The collaecticns in sconomics
and tzchnology covld stand be:eff.ng up. o forelgn directorlies
are la the collection.

Randolph-Macon Colleze: e Library was cloged for the month.

The librery bullding 4id pot sesn impressive from the oubslds.

Mary Washingbton College: This library, & twe story building,

conteins 123,000 volumes with emphasis on ert, literaturs,
history avd Amerlcer blography. The cellseticns in sclence
< =3 p !'v

and tschnology arve =2t test, elewontsry. However, & new sclance

.
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bulldlng 1s being constructed and it 1s possible thet the
sclence 'collecticn nay be ?increaaed‘. The dictionary col-
lection is ad.equateu Hzmy of the blographicsl VCLURGS ere
out of date and no foreign directories are avallable. The
periodical colliectiorn is small =nd incliudes few in the sclepce

and technology fields.

SUMMARY OF PINDINGS: Of the libraries visitéd, the University of Virginia ‘
Libi:ar;y, by fear, would be of most velue to the Agency in tine
of emergency. It is the only libra?y wnlch mceives any Slajmlc
periodicals (altbough some ave & year hehind); it is the on.‘i;y

' libréx:;r to have the Great Boviet Encylopedin; it is the cnly
Library to ha.ﬂre g respectable collection on Russian poli‘.;j.c?;
and 1t is the only librery to have foreign biogrephical and v
industriel informaticn. In short, its coliecchion 13 closer
to vhat we were looking for than any of the other libraries.
Among the other libraries, the Richmond Public Library could
be of some valus in an emergency operation. The cther
libraries would te of limited value, ‘

One of the things that impressed us in all the li'bra.ris.;a
vas the ppacicusness--the %shelvizzg which could accomodate |
many more vooks, the large and comforteble cesding rooms,
and the huge spaces around the ce;tél@g:;o Heving worked in
govermment libraries for sé long, we had forgotten how spaciéus

libzaries can a.nd should be.
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